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Abstract

Background and Objective: The digital age, with its characteristics such as information
overload, algorithmic biases, the spread of misinformation, and the reduction of face-to-face
interactions, has created unprecedented challenges for educational systems. In such an
environment, developing metacognitive skills and critical thinking in students as core
competencies of the 21st century is of strategic importance. Metacognition, which includes an
individual's awareness of their cognitive processes and the ability to plan, monitor, and
evaluate learning, and critical thinking, which includes the ability to analyze, evaluate, and
make logical inferences, are two essential skills that enable students to face the complexities
of today's world. However, the role of the teacher as a key factor in this process has
undergone a fundamental transformation, changing from a “content transmitter” to a
“metacognitive facilitator and moral guide.” The present study aims to explain the role of
teacher moral literacy in developing students’ metacognitive skills and critical thinking in a
digital context, by examining the mechanisms of influence, practical examples, challenges,
and providing a conceptual framework.
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